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Joshua 8:1Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole
army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For | have delivered into your hands the king of Ai, his
people, his city and his land.

John 9:31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his
will.

¢ Main Point # 1 Hidden Sin blocks our communication with God. If you have hidden sin, “fix” it
by: 1. Confession 2. Repentance

Joshua 8:2-10 You shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king, except that you may
carry off their plunder and livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the city.” 3 So Joshua
and the whole army moved out to attack Ai. He chose thirty thousand of his best fighting men and
sent them out at night 4 with these orders: “Listen carefully. You are to set an ambush behind the
city. Don’t go very far from it. All of you be on the alert. 5 | and all those with me will advance on
the city, and when the men come out against us, as they did before, we will flee from them. 6 They
will pursue us until we have lured them away from the city, for they will say, ‘They are running
away from us as they did before.” So when we flee from them, 7 you are to rise up from ambush
and take the city. The LORD your God will give it into your hand. 8 When you have taken the city,
set it on fire. Do what the LORD has commanded. See to it; you have my orders.” 9 Then Joshua
sent them off, and they went to the place of ambush and lay in wait between Bethel and Ai, to the
west of Ai—but Joshua spent that night with the people. 10 Early the next morning Joshua
mustered his army, and he and the leaders of Israel marched before them to Ai.

Matthew 20:25-26 But Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers in this world
lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. 26 But among
you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant,

¢ Main Point # 2 Lead by example. Christian leaders shouldn’t ask the people to do things they
aren’t willing to do themselves.

Joshua 8:11-17 The entire force that was with him marched up and approached the city and arrived
in front of it. They set up camp north of Ai, with the valley between them and the city. 12 Joshua
had taken about five thousand men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of
the city. 13 So the soldiers took up their positions—with the main camp to the north of the city and
the ambush to the west of it. That night Joshua went into the valley. 14 When the king of Ai saw
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this, he and all the men of the city hurried out early in the morning to meet Israel in battle at a
certain place overlooking the Arabah. But he did not know that an ambush had been set against
him behind the city. 15 Joshua and all Israel let themselves be driven back before them, and they
fled toward the wilderness. 16 All the men of Ai were called to pursue them, and they pursued
Joshua and were lured away from the city. 17 Not a man remained in Ai or Bethel who did not go
after Israel. They left the city open and went in pursuit of Israel.

Genesis 28:17-19 “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the
gate of heaven.” 18 Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and
set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it. 19 He called that place Bethel, (which means house
of God).

Joshua 8:18 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Hold out toward Ai the javelin that is in your hand, for

into your hand I will deliver the city.” So Joshua held out toward the city the javelin that was in his
hand.

Psalm 138:7 Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. You stretch out your hand
against the anger of my foes; with your right hand you save me.

Joshua 8:19-28 As soon as he did this, the men in the ambush rose quickly from their position and
rushed forward. They entered the city and captured it and quickly set it on fire. 20 The men of Ai
looked back and saw the smoke of the city rising up into the sky, but they had no chance to escape
in any direction; the Israelites who had been fleeing toward the wilderness had turned back against
their pursuers. 21 For when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city and that
smoke was going up from it, they turned around and attacked the men of Ai. 22 Those in the
ambush also came out of the city against them, so that they were caught in the middle, with
Israelites on both sides. Israel cut them down, leaving them neither survivors nor fugitives. 23 But
they took the king of Ai alive and brought him to Joshua. 24 When Israel had finished killing all the
men of Ai in the fields and in the wilderness where they had chased them, and when every one of
them had been put to the sword, all the Israelites returned to Ai and killed those who were in it. 25
Twelve thousand men and women fell that day—all the people of Ai. 26 For Joshua did not draw
back the hand that held out his javelin until he had destroyed all who lived in Ai. 27 But Israel did
carry off for themselves the livestock and plunder of this city, as the LORD had instructed Joshua.
28 So Joshua burned Ai and made it a permanent heap of ruins, a desolate place to this day.

¢ Main Point # 3 To defeat sin we must wipe it out. If any trace of it remains, it will eventually
expand and regrow (like yeast does).

Joshua 8:29 He impaled the body of the king of Ai on a pole and left it there until evening. At
sunset, Joshua ordered them to take the body from the pole and throw it down at the entrance of
the city gate. And they raised a large pile of rocks over it, which remains to this day.

Deuteronomy 21:22-23 If someone guilty of a capital offense is put to death and their body is
exposed on a pole, 23 you must not leave the body hanging on the pole overnight. Be sure to bury
it that same day, because anyone who is hung on a pole is under God's curse.
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Joshua 8:30-31Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, 31as
Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded the Israelites. He built it according to what is
written in the Book of the Law of Moses—an altar of uncut stones, on which no iron tool had been
used. On it they offered to the LORD burnt offerings and sacrificed fellowship offerings.

¢ Main Point # 4 When God gives YOU a victory (over sin/anxiety/depression/illness/etc.) give
Him all the glory!

John 4:19-20 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on
this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

Joshua 8:32-33 There, in the presence of the Israelites, Joshua wrote on stones a copy of the law of
Moses. 33 All the Israelites, with their elders, officials and judges, were standing on both sides of
the ark of the covenant of the LORD, facing the Levitical priests who carried it. Both the foreigners
living among them and the native-born were there. Half of the people stood in front of Mount
Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the LORD had formerly
commanded when he gave instructions to bless the people of Israel.

Deuteronomy 27:12 When you have crossed the Jordan, these tribes shall stand on Mount Gerizim
to bless the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph and Benjamin. 13 And these tribes shall
stand on Mount Ebal to pronounce curses: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan and Naphtali.

Joshua 8:34-35 Afterward, Joshua read all the words of the law—the blessings and the curses—just
as it is written in the Book of the Law. 35 There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded
that Joshua did not read to the whole assembly of Israel, including the women and children, and
the foreigners who lived among them.

e Main Point # 5 It’s still important for us to READ, HEAR, and REMEMBER God's Word. It's our
guidebook for life!

e Call321.574.6970 if you have chosen to accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior.

All Bible references are from the New International Version (NIV) unless otherwise noted. NLT = New Living Translation.
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