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1 Corinthians 1:18-19 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”

· 4 Powers that met at the cross:

· Sin/Evil

· Justice

· Love/Mercy

· Forgiveness

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.

Colossians 1:20 And through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or
things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross.

1 Corinthians 1:20-21 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the
wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.

· Follow Jesus by trusting, not with total understanding

1 Corinthians 1:22-24 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

· Paul didn’t preach:

· Social justice

· Positive self-image and self-esteem

· Self-help

· Political overthrow of Rome

· Healing and miracle crusades

John 12:23-25 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell
you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it
dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their
life in this world will keep it for eternal life.

1 Corinthians 1:25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of
God is stronger than human strength.

Isaiah 55:8-9 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares
the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My
thoughts than your thoughts.

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many
of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27
But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the
world to shame the strong. 2 8 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—
and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 2 9 so that no one may boast before him.
30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that
is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who
boasts boast in the Lord.”

· God’s wisdom is revealed in and through Jesus Christ to us

Psalm 111:10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow His precepts have
good understanding. To Him belongs eternal praise.

· Summary:

· 1. Share the message of the cross – God’s power to save

· 2. Seek the wisdom of God over human wisdom

· 3. Find God’s wisdom in humility

· 4. Boast in the Lord not in ourselves

· In this passage there are two types of people, Saved and Perishing. Which are you?

Matthew 7:13-14 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that
leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that
leads to life, and only a few find it.

· Call 321.574.6970 if you have chosen to accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior.

All Bible references are from the New International Version (NIV) unless otherwise noted. NLT = New Living Translation.
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