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Luke 2:1-5 At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken
throughout the Roman Empire. (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of
Syria.) All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census. And because Joseph
was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David's ancient home. He
traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him Mary, his fiancée, who was
now obviously pregnant.

Micah 5:2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah.
Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past.

Luke 2:6-7 And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She [Mary] gave
birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger,
because there was no lodging available for them.

. Hope is not based on our circumstances

Romans 5:3-4 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they
help us develop endurance. And endurance develops strength of character, and character
strengthens our confident hope of salvation.

Luke 2:8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of
sheep.

. Hope is not based on our stories

Luke 2:9-14 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord's
glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured them. "Don't be afraid!" he
said. "l bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior--yes, the Messiah, the
Lord--has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will recognize him by this
sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” Suddenly, the angel
was joined by a vast host of others--the armies of heaven--praising God and saying, "Glory to God
in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”

o Hope has a name — Jesus
. Hope for our past

2 Corinthians 5:17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The
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old life is gone; a new life has begun!
. Hope for today

Mark 1:16-18 One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and
his brother Andrew throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a living. Jesus called out to
them, "Come, follow me, and | will show you how to fish for people!” And they left their nets at
once and followed him.

. Hope for our future

1 Peter 1:3-4 In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or
fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you.

. Text YES to 321.574.6970 if you have accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior

All Bible references are from the New International Version (NIV) unless otherwise noted. NLT = New Living Translation.
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